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Artist Statement

My practice revolves around the formation of society and its ideologies
are constructed through the association of objects, lifestyles, and the
environment of the everyday.

| primarily try to convey through the works - the stories that are formed
and evolved out of experiences of my surroundings, collected materials,
the environment and experiences that are made out of them. | believe
that this kind of presentation, being subtle and simultaneously abstract,
provides viewers an entry to space for investigation and also to the
proposition | want to convey. Such existing mundane factors and
practices followed even today, history and power structures constructed
through them, are the concerns tried to discuss through the works.

My ongoing project “Pekannan : Case Diary of a Paranormal
Investigator” is an experimental approach to creating a visual experience
that is semi-realistic and imaginative. In it, the viewer assumes the role of
investigator. The exhibition hall becomes his investigation room. After
entering, they travel through each element of the artwork. From the
evidence they find, an idea becomes reality. This is also how history
works and functions.



2023 “PEKKANNAN”: Case Diary of a Paranormal Investigator
(Ongoing)

The installation is of a paranormal investigator's unlocked room. This
room contains evidence collected by the investigator during the
investigation of an invisible force nicknamed"Pekkannan"[1]. These

include a 4-channel CCTV video in which the suspect Pekannan is seen,

a few pages of the investigator's case diary, a large carpet having
writings on it and associated items.

Some of the local and non-local nicknames/slang among people are
primarily formed on the basis of skin colour and outfits worn and
over time they are used as slurs/slang terms. This work is an
investigation into the evolution of meanings, myths and histories
associated with such nicknames/expressions commonly found and
colloquially used even today within the general public and virtual
platforms.

“History” is fragmented, shaped by stories and myths.

Mediums include found objects, fabrics, texts, print, video as well as
pigment-based materials.

[1] Pekkannan : "pekkannan" is a Malayalam word which means
someone with "Mad Eyes”.

An invisible force appears in some peculiar places and writes some
names on the washed clothes. Ordinary people can't see it. But
Pekannan's devotees and his worshipers can see the writings and call
those names and mock those who wear them.
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